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Governor Dedicates
Veterans Cemetery Central

   Governor Ernie Fletcher dedicated
the new Kentucky Veterans Cemetery
Central at Fort Knox June 1 with a
promise to provide more new facilities
for the state’s veterans.
   “We will continue to support our
veterans,” Fletcher told a crowd of
about 300, “with the new cemeteries we
have planned.”
   Fletcher opened with the story of
famed World War II soldier Audie
Murphy, the most decorated combat
soldier of World War II, and reipient of
the Congressional Medal of Honor.
Murphy, the Governor said, always
justified killing others in war as a way
of saving the lives of his own men.
   “Like Audie Murphy, our veterans
fight to save lives,” Fletcher said.
“Their fight and their sacrifice is to save lives because freedom and liberty are
our best defense against tyranny all over the globe.”
   Fletcher closed by quoting the Gettysburg Address – … we can not dedicate
— we can not consecrate — we can not hallow — this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above
our poor power to add or detract … – and closed by saying:
   “The same is true today.  This consecration will be done by the men and
women laid to rest here, who paid the ultimate price for our freedom.  Thank
you to all of you.”
        U.S. Congressman Ron Lewis, William Tuerk, U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs, and Fort Knox Commanding
General Maj. Gen. Robert Williams also spoke at the 1 p.m. ceremony.

(Cont’d on page 4)
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Commissioner’s Corner

BG (ret) Leslie E. Beavers
Commissioner, KDVA

World War II Veterans Project

Tell Your Story for Posterity

     Kentucky loses more than 6,000 World War II
veterans every year.   Each one is a source of unique
memories of the war that defined a generation, a
century and a nation.
     But the Library of Con-
gress has launched a project
to collect all those memories
before they are gone forever.
     The Veterans History
Project (VHP) honors
American war veterans and
civilian workers who
supported them by preserv-
ing stories of their service to
our country.  VHP collects
and archives the one-of-a-kind stories that represent
the diversity of the
veterans who served our country - veterans from all
conflicts, from all branches of the military, all ranks,
all races and ethnicities.
     The U.S. Congress voted unanimously in October
2000 for legislation to create VHP at the American
Folklife Center at the Library of Congress.  VHP
relies on volunteers throughout the nation to collect
veterans stories on behalf of the Library of Congress.
     The VHP has created a comprehensive Field
Guide for anyone who wants to contribute their
memories, or anyone who wants to record and
protect the memories of World War II veterans and
civilian workers.
     You can find out more about the project and
download the field guide from the Internet, at
http://www.loc.gov/vets/thewar.html.
     Through the website, you can submit your own
written memories of the war, or call a phone number
to record yourself telling your story.  Alternatively,
you can call KDVA at (800) 572-6245 toll-free and
we’ll help you get a Field Guide for the Veterans
History Project.

The Kentucky Connection

     The Veterans History Project (VHP) is a national,
Congressionally-authorized program, and therefore
its qualifications for participation are somewhat
strict.
     However, Kentucky Educational Television
(KET) is gathering World War II memories from
Kentuckians for its own archive documenting
Kentucky’s experience of the war, and its program is
open to all.
     You can find out about KET’s veterans history
project online at www.ket.org/thewar, or by calling
KDVA at (800) 575-6245.  You can use the national
VHP Field Guide to gather World War II memories
for the KET project as well.

     This is vitally important work.  Every memory of
every veteran is priceless, whether it speaks to deeds
of great heroism or the subtler heroism required to
keep on doing your duty, day after day for years,
unheralded.
     If you are a World War II veteran, or know a
World War II veteran, we strongly encourage you to
get involved in this project today.
     And if you don’t know a World War II veteran,
this is your chance to get to know one and have
history come alive before your very eyes.  The Field
Guide gives excellent guidance on how to locate and
interview World War II veterans.
     If you are a teacher, the VHP is a terrific way for
your students to learn history, interviewing skills,
oral history recording techniques, not to mention
respect for all elders and all veterans.
     When I talk to my staff and to community groups, I
often urge them to find ways to support our veterans
beyond putting a magnetic sticker on their cars.
     This is one way everyone can participate.  Get
involved today.



3

        KDVAGram/2007, Issue 3

KDVA at the State Fair

Come See Us on “Main Street”
on the Main South Wing Aisle

between the Historymobile and the University of Kentucky

Veterans Benefits Field Representatives
Always on Duty

Displays: Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central (Radcliff) - Open

    Kentucky Veterans Cemetery North (Williamstown)
                              Opening in late 2008

    KDVA’s 3 Nursing Homes (Wilmore, Hanson and Hazard)

State and Federal Veterans Benefits Information
Homeless Veterans Treatment and Transition

Free Stuff
And Much, Much More!

Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville
August 16-26

9 a.m. to 10 p.m.
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KVCC Dedication
(Cont’d from page 1)

  Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central is Kentucky’s
second state veterans cemetery.  Kentucky Veterans
Cemetery West opened in Hopkinsville in March
2004.  Kentucky Veterans Cemetery North, in
Williamstown, is under construction and scheduled
to open in late summer of 2008.
   Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central is located on
99 acres at 2501 N. Dixie Highway in Radcliff,
adjacent to Fort Knox.  Construction included a

3,600-square-foot administration building, a 4,400-
square-foot maintenance building with service area,
a committal facility and a columbarium. It also has
appropriate parking, road network, walking path and
landscaping commensurate with the dignity and honor
of a state veterans cemetery.

Construction and initial equipment for KVCC
cost approximately $8.95 million.  The U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs will reimburse the state for
construction, and the state will pay the operating
costs.
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Veterans Receive Overdue Medals
By Bob Flynn
bflynn@jessaminejournal.com
Twenty members of the “Greatest Generation” in
American history, were honored at a ceremony
Friday, at the Thomson-Hood Veteran’s Center in
Wilmore.
The men, all World War II veterans, received medals
they had earned but had never received for serving
their country more than 60 years before.
Because of a shortage of metal, which was being
used to make ammunition, returning soldiers such as
Bronze Star winners Densel Holbrook and Joe
Beaumont had been issued only ribbons for their
heroism during the war.
But, thanks to the efforts of retired Army Sgt. Maj.
Jim Vannoy, the men were finally presented the long
overdue awards.
Vannoy learned of the missing medals from
conversations with the men while he was working at
the veterans center.
Vannoy said hearing the hurt the veterans expressed
when talking about the medals made him decide to
work on the getting them delivered.
“Working with these guys has made this a lot more
personal for me,” Vannoy said. “When you talk to the
guys, you can just see the hurt in their eyes. That has
been a pretty poor excuse for them not having the
medals all these years.”
This is the third medal ceremony held at the center.
The first two restored medals to veterans who had
served in World War II.
A 1973 fire destroyed a large number of records of
military personnel who served between 1912 and
1959, making verification and recovery of the World
War II medals more difficult.
Because of the destroyed files, the process took
about four months to complete, which was not a
moment too soon, according to retired Army Brig.
Gen. Les Beavers.
“This whole nation was at conflict during World War
II and Kentucky sent 312,000 of its sons and
daughters off to war, and fortunately we still have
41,000 living in the Commonwealth,” Beavers said.
“We need to make sure they get recognized and say
thank you to them and make sure the younger

generation following them recognizes the sacrifice
and service they gave to our great country.”
Beavers said as a fellow soldier, he recognizes and
appreciates the sacrifices made by the veterans and is
proud to serve them.
“It has been little known that they didn’t get their
medals for the duty they did on our behalf. It is an
absolute honor to take care of our young soldiers who
are a little older now and are in our facilities. I am so
proud to be able to do this for them,” Beavers said.
That same pride was apparent on the grinning faces
and in the voices of the veterans like Robert Adams
who had waited so long for the medals.
“This means a whole lot, it’s been a long time
coming,” Adams said. “When the war started, I said
Mom, I’ve got to go. We all had to go, because the
country needed us.”
Adams’ daughters, Doodle Johnson and Betty Stewart
couldn’t stop smiling after watching their father
receive his medals.
“This means a lot. I’m just so proud to see that he got
his honors. He’s always been proud that he served
his country,” Stewart said.

(Contined in “Local Students” on Page 7)

Photo by Bob Flynn
Veteran William Nelson receives his Purple Heart medal

from retired Army Brig. Gen. Les Beavers at Friday’s
ceremony at the Thomson-Hood Veterans Center.
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New Veterans Benefits Field Reps

Local Students Made Display Boxes
(Continued from Page 6)

   Along with the medals and certificates, the veter-
ans were also presented with shadow box frames to
display their medals.
   The frames were built by eighth grade students in a
technology education class at East Jessamine Middle
School.
   The idea for the student involvement came from
Department of Veterans Affairs Information Officer
Lisa Aug and Gen. Beavers, who thought the
veterans needed a way of displaying their medals.
   After the March medal ceremony, Aug approached
Jessamine County Schools Superintendent Lu Young,
a former classmate, with the idea.
   “I asked Lu if this would be something they would
be interested in and she just took it and ran with it,”
Aug said. “We didn’t think they would be able to get
them ready for the June ceremony but they treated it
as what we call a fire mission and they got it done.”
Students in the class not only built the boxes, they
also learned a history lesson.
   “We had a couple of the medals we showed them,
and they were very interested in understanding what
the medals would be awarded for and who could
receive them and that kind of thing,” teacher, Lynn
Settles said.
   “We want to keep doing this to show our kids what

you have sacrificed to give them what they have
today,” Settles told the veterans.
   Beavers said one of the main reasons for getting the
schools involved in the ceremony was to help the
younger generation to understand the important part
the veterans have played in their history.
   “They have been known as the greatest generation
and they’re living history for us,” Beavers said. “It’s
an honor to serve our veterans who are true patriots,
who served their country many years ago. Getting
these medals is a moment of closure for them.”

CopyrightThe Jessamine-Journal 2007

     In the past year, KDVA has hired eight new
Veterans Benefits Field Representatives (VBFR) and
one new Regional Administrator who supervises
VBFRs.
     In upcoming issues of KDVAGram, we will
profile each of these new members of our Field
Operations Branch.
     Carol Livingston serves southeastern Kentucky
from Eastern Kentucky Veterans Center in Hazard.
     Linda Knighton serves northeastern Kentucky
from Catlettsburg.
     Tricia Miles serves north-central Kentucky from
Williamstown.

     Emily Stilkey serves northern Kentucky from
Covington.
     Tony Stinnett serves north-central Kentucky from
Georgetown.
     Phillip Franz serves veterans seeking state jobs
from Frankfort.
     Paul Hartless serves west-central Kentucky from
Fort Knox.
     Judy Wiseman serves the Louisville area.
     Matt LaPierre is the new Regional Administrator
who supervises the VBFRs in Eastern Kentucky.
     Richard Helton, formerly stationed in George-
town, now serves Fayette County in Lexington.
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